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How many libraries can afford to attain self-sufficiency?
Can the U.G.C. or some other funding organisation can afford
to finance university libraries to a unlimited extent for this
purpose ? As the answer would be in the negative, iiisfo,
the university libraries to survive successfully, serving the
user community in which they function. The library has
to respond to the changing environment and conditions
and adopt suitable means and methods to achieve its
goals.

Hence, libraries have to resort to some type of coopera-
tion not only to buy books and other reading material but also
to set up a mechanism for getting them from others through
mutual exchange. Such a concerted activity is necessary to
build up a storage dam to withhold the flood of information
and make use of it when required. There is, therefore, an
Imperative need for cooperation among the university libraries
to cater to the variety of information needs of researchers.
The university libraries can as well say "united we stand ;
divided we fall," The standing and falling here relates to
tackling the problem of information explosion. In fact, the
efficiency of our future libraries largely depends not on
how much they are spending, but on how extensively and
efficiently they cooperate with each other in building up
documents resources and in sharing them successfully. There
is no other alternative to cooperation as it stands and this
cooperation is technically called as Resource sharing.

Resource sharing in libraries implies sharing in document
collection, processing and strong capabilities and services
developed. The basic aim of resource sharing is to build up
comprehensive document collection and develop information
services in a cooperative spirit among the participating
libraries for their .mutual benefit. In othar words, resource
sharing is an amalgamation of sources of the participating
libraries by creating a pool of information which can be
used by users from any participating library. Though resource
sharing, it is possible to provide relevant information to the
largest user community at a comparatively low cost. The
other advantages are :